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Sawnty BEANE 
And his FAMILY, 
RoBBERS and MURDERERS, 


Who tcok up their abode-in a Cave near to the 
Sea-ſide, where they lived Twenty-five 
Years without ſw much as once going to 
viſit any City, Town, or Village. 

How they robbed above One Thouſand Per- 
ſons, and murdered .and eat all whom they 
robbed. | 

How at laſt they were happily diſcovered by a 
Pack of Blood-hounds, and how Sawner 
BAN, his Wife, Eight Sons, Six Daugh- 
ters, Eighteen Grand-Sons, and Fourteen 
Grand-Daughters, were all ſeized and exe- 
cured, by being calt alive into three Fires, 
and there burnt ro Death. | 
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1 
THE 


H 1STORY of SAWNEY BEANE. 


HE following account, though as well 

atteſted as any hiſtorical fact can be, is 
almoſt incredible, for the monſtrous and un- 
paralleled barbarities that it relates; there being 
nothing that we ever heard of with the ſame 
degree of certainty that may be compared with 
it, or that ſhews how far the brutiſh temper, 
untamed by education and knowledge of the 
world may carry a man in ſuch glaring and 
horrible colours. 

Sawney Beane was born in the county of 
Eaſt Lothian about eight or nine miles eaſt- 
ward of the city of Edinburgh, ſome time in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth whilſt King 
James I. governed. Scotland. His parents 
Worked at hedging and ditching for their 
| livelihood, and brought up their ſon to the ſame 
occupation. He got his daily bread in his 
youth by theſe means; but being very much 
addicted to idleneſs and not chuſing to be con- 
fined to any honeit employment he leſt his 

tather and his mother, and ran away into the 
deſart part of the country, taking with him a 
woman, as viciouſly inclined as himſelf. Theſe 
two tcok their habitat ion in a rock by the _ 
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ſide on the ſhore of the county of Galloway 
where they lived upwards of twenty-five years, 
without going into any City, town, or village. 

In this time they had a great number of 
children andgrand children,whom they brought 
up after their own manner, without the leaſt 
notion of humanity or civil ſociety, They 
never kept any company but among themſelves, 
and ſupported themſelves by robbing ; being 
moreover ſo very cruel, they never robbed any 
one whom they did not murder. 

By this bloody merhod, and their living fo 
retiredly from the world, they continued a long 
time undiſcovered, there being no body able to 


gueſs how the people were loſt who went 


by the place where they lived. As ſoon as 
they had robbed and murdered any man, wo- 


man, or child, they uſed to carry oft their car- 


caſes to their den, where Cutting them into 
quarters, they would pickle the mangled limbs, 
and afterwards eat them, theſe being their 
only ſubſiltance. | 

[| the people in the adjacent parts were 
alarmed at ſo uncommon a loſs of their neigh- 
bours, for there was no travelling ſately near 
the den of theſe wretches. This ozcaſiened 
ſpies to be ſent into thoſe parts; many of whom 
never returned again; and thoſe that did, after 
the ſtricteſt ſearch and enquiry, could not find 


out how theſe melancholy matters happened. 
| There 


There were ſeveral honeſt travellers taken up on 
fuſpicion, and wrongtully hanged ; ſeveral in- 
nocent innkeepers were executed for no other 
reaſons than that the perſons, who had been 
thus loſt, were known to have lain at their 
kouſes; which occaſioned ſuſpicion of their 
being murdered by them, and their bodies pri- 
vately buried in obfcure places, to prevent a 
every, Thus an ill- placed juſtice was exe- 
1th the greateſt ſeverity imaginable, in 
c prevent their frequent atroctous deeds z 
at not a few innkeepers, who lived on the 
tern road in Scotland, leit off their buſineſs, 
r fear of being made examples of, and fol- 
cw ed other employments. This on the other 
hand, cecaſioned many great diſtreſs for want 
ot accommodation for themſelves and their 
Lories,. when they were diſpoſed to bait, or to 
put up for lodging at niglce in a word, the 
whole Country was almoſt depopulated. 
Sawney's family was at lait grown very 
large ; and every branch as ſoon as able help- 
ed in perpetrating their wicked deeds, which 
they followed with impunity ; ſometimes they 
v. ould attack four or five or ſix foctmen toge- 
Tier, but never more than two on horſeback, 
1hcy were alſo very careful that none ſhould 
efcape; an ambuſcade being on every ſide, to 
eme them every way. How then was it 
pviuble they ſhould be detected, when not 
one 


one that ſaw them perceived any body aſter- 


wards? The place they inhabited was ſolitary 
and loneſome; and when the tide came up it 
went near two hundred yards into their cave, 
which reached almoſt a mile under grcund ; fo 
that when ſome had been ſent armed, they have 
paſſed by the mouth of the cave without any 
notice, not ſuppoſing any human creature 
would live in ſuch ea place of horror 
The number of people they deſtroyed was 
never exactly known ; but was compured, that 
in twenty · fir c years they had murdered at leaſt 
one thouſand men, women, and caildren. 
And the manner they were at lalt diicovered 
vas as follows: N 
A marr and his wife behind him on the ſame 
o:f2, coming one evening home from a fair, 
and falling into an ambuſcade made by thoſe 
merciſeſs wretches, they attacked him in a 
turious manner, The man, to fave himſelt, 
tought bravely, riding ſome of them down by 
main force; but in the confſict the poor women 
fell from behind him, and was inſtantly mur- 
dered betore his ſace, the ſemale cannibals cutt- 
ing her throat, and fucking her blood with as 
great a guſt as though it had been wine. This 
done, they ripped ner up, and pulled out her 
ent rails; which diſmal ſpectacle cauſed the man 
to be ſo enraged that he reduubled his efforts. 
Mean while it pleaſed Providence that while 
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he was engaged with them there came up to- 
gether in a body between twenty or thirtyſhore, 
men, which, when Sawney Beane ſaw, he and lood 
his blood-thirſty crew immediately wit]; drewJbp ſuc 
and made the beſt of their way through a veryſng, 
thick wood to their den, pack 

This man being the firſt that ever fell inſhhat a 
their way and came off alive: he told the com- ealec 
pan what had happened, and ſhewed them the 
the mangled body of his wife, which the mur-| uſed 
derers had dragged out of the road, but had not [Fate] 
time to carry it off, They were ſtruck with throv 
amazement, and went immediately to the pro- Fame 
volt of Glaſcow, who immediately ſent to the -— 


In about two or three days his Majeſty in a 
perſon, with a body of about four hundred men, Into 
let out for the place where theſe tragedies were ſegs, 
acted, in order to find out this helliſh crew, nd 
which had ſo long been a nuſance to that part nd 
of the kingdom. | a qt 
The man ul had been attacked was the |piltc 
guide, and care was taken to have a large num- the 
bet of the beſt blood hounds, that no human har 
means might be wanting to put an end to thoſe | S 


barbarous cruelties. im 


No ſign of habitation was found for a long ſcigt 
time; and even when they came to the cave of ters 
theſe wrerches, they took no notice of it, but | ? 
were going to purſue their ſearch along the the 

ſhore, and 


N 


up to. 
chire | ore, the tide being then out ; but ſome of the 
1e andhlood hounds luckily entered the cave, and ſet 
drew N p ſuch a hideous barking, howling, and yelp- 
2 veryſſng, that the King and his attendants came 
back and looked into it, but could not think 
ell in { hat any human creature could there be con- 
com. tealed. Nevertheleſs, as the blood hounds went 
them further in, they increaſed their noiſe, and re- 
mur- uſed to come back; torches then were imme- 
d not lately ordered, and a great many men entered 
with hrough the molt intricate windings, until they 
pro- tame to the private receſs of theſe inhuman 
o the ſmurderers. : | 

I Þ Then the whole body of them went in, and 
aw the diſmal ſight, and were ready to ſink 
nto the earth to ſee ſuch a number of arms, 
egs, thighs, hands, and feer of men, women, 


nd children, hung up in rows like dried beef, 


y in 
nen, 
were 
rew, 


part ſend a great many in pickle. They alſo found 

ny of money, watches, rings, ſwords; 
the piſtols, and a large quantity of cloaths and 
um- ther things, which they had taken from thoſe 


hat they had murdered. 

Sawney's family at this time conſiſted of 
imſelf, his wife, eight ſons, ſix daughters, 
Ong feighteen grandlops, and fourteen granddaugh- 
e of ters, begotten in inceſt; | 
but They were all ſeized and pinioned, and then 
the they took what human fleſh they could find, 
bre, and buried it in the ſands; and taking all the 
ſpoil, 
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they returned to Edinburgh with the priſoners, 
the country flocking round to ſee this murder- 
iug tribe. When they came.to Edinburgh they 
were all committed ro the Talboth, and the 
next day conducted under a ſtrong guard to 
Leith, where they were all executed without 
any proceſs, it being needleſs to try any crea- 
tures who were ſuch profeſſed enemies to 
mankind, 

The men had firſt their privy members cut 
off and thrown intothe fire betore their faces; 
then their hands and legs were cut off, by 
which amputation they bled to death in ſome 
hours. 

The wite, daughters, and grand children, 
having been made ſpectators of t his juſt puniſh- 
ment inflicted on the men, were burnt to death 
in three ſeveral fires. They all died without 
the leaſt ſign of repentance, and continued 
curling and venting the molt horrid impreca- 
tions to the laſt gaſp of breath. 
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